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Debian 4 Install (117) 
 
Debian 4.0r4a installation into a custom VM.  Non-default partitions. 
 
Requirements: 

• Debian DVD ISO files  
http://iso.linuxquestions.org/ 

• VMWare Server 1.05 or higher 
http://www.vmware.com/products/server/ 
 

 
Create VM: 

• Custom 
• OS: Linux, Version: Other Linux 2.6.x kernel 
• Name: Debian-4 or whatever you like 
• Access rights: Not private (uncheck) 
• VM Account: User that powers on the VM 
• # processors: One 
• 256K memory 
• Bridged networking 
• SCSI Adapter: LSI Logic 
• Create a new virtual disk 
• SCSI 
• 5 GB drive, do not allocate space now (uncheck) 
• Disk file: use default 

 
 
Desired Installation: 
 

Location Type Boot Code Usage Size 
MBR  Microsoft   

/dev/sda1 Primary  swap 512 MB 
/dev/sda2 Primary GRUB boot 100 MB 
/dev/sda3 Primary  / 3.2 GB 
/dev/sda4 Extended    
/dev/sda5 logical  /var 400 MB 
/dev/sda6 logical  /home 200 MB 

 
 

http://iso.linuxquestions.org/
http://www.vmware.com/products/server/


DVD and Floppy 
• Edit VM settings 
• Disconnect floppy (Remove check: Connect at power on, Use physical drive) 
• “Insert” Linux Installation DVD (Check: Connect at power on, Use ISO image: and 

browse to Debian ISO file: debian-40r4a-i386-DVD-1.iso 
• Click OK to accept new settings 

 
 
Start VM 

• Edit VM settings 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

• Choose Manual and press Enter 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

• Select Yes to create new partition, then press Enter 
 

 
 
Select the new partition and press Enter 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

• Uh oh … we did not set active partition.  Let fix that now. 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

• We just down-loaded this DVD so let’s use it 
 
 



 
 

• Sure, why not. 
 

 
 

• Added Desktop environment 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
After:  Desktop > Preferences > Screen Resolution to 800 x 600 
 





Here is what you should have now on your new VM: 
 
fdisk –l 
 

 
 
mount 
 

 
 
df  
 



 
 
more /boot/grub/menu.lst 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
xxd /dev/sda | more 
 

 
 



 
 
xxd /dev/sda2 | more 
 

 
 


